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Ministry of Healthcare & Nutrition

19.4.2050
General Circaler No: /- /5 /2070
Director General Health Services

All Deputy Directors General of the Ministry of Health

All Directors of Ministry of Health

All Directors of Teaching Hospitals .
AUM“WMMMSM:!MMW

All Provincial Dirsctars of Health Services “—
All Regional Digectors of Health Services

All Medical Superintendents of Hospitals

Al Deans of the Medical Faculties

Promotion of Branded Milk Powder within Health Institutions and to the staff of
the Ministry of Healthcare and Nutrition

It has beea brought 1o my notlce by the committee for monitecing violations of the code
for promation, protection and support of breastfeeding and marketing designated
products, that industry, media and some individus! health professionals wre using the
Ministry of Healthcare and Nutrition infrastructure and health care providers to peomote
brands of milk products in contrary to the Sri Lanka code for tbcp:mouu,pcmnca

and suppan of breastleeding and marketing of d , Infaen and Young
Child Feeding guidelines md nutrition pobcy of Sti Lanka ia the follwhg manner,
¢ Advertising milk pr directly through posters, display of logos, distribution

of peinted material etc within the bealth i institation premises
* Indirectly advertising where the companies provide free glasses of milk to
pregnsot mothers (within hospitals and MOH clinics) displaying the logo directly

end indirectly



o Sponsaring routine mecUags (Peritnanal confecencs, moothly chinical meetings al
hospitals and monthly conference of MOH offices)

«  Qrgasizing clinical eetings and workshops foe the ealth saff sometimes with
company sponsored local or foreigs expents al siar chass hotels snd indirectly o
directly promotiog the beands.

. Oﬁrinzﬁeonmpkimdgiﬁs\mho(withou\wmy logas to health siafl

o Offecing /Spoasoring fellowshipa/stwdy tours 1o heslth talf in violation of the Si
Lanka code for promation, protection and support of breastfeeding and markesing
of designated producis

«  Andin many other ways

Usmg g health inf and bealth staff to sdverlise beanded milk powder
and other prodocts eikher dizestly vr bndirectly is highty unethical, illegal and should be
peohibited- These practices &€ detrimental to infant snd young child nutrition.

1t is the responsibility of the health stafl to take every step 0 protect, promote and
suppoet breastleediag and ensure provision of safe and adequate sutrition to infants
and young childeen accordisg to Sri Lankan pelicies and guidelines. In order tado
sa, plesse ensure that following measures are strictly follawed in your Provinces,
Districts aad Tostitutions with immediate effect;

. mkmdmmofhmﬁmmw{mmdﬁpmld
displayofn\ilkfoodoomwny Iogu!wi&inhﬂllh institution premises

. thklupmsuﬂdpfmmnﬁ!kfno& panies foe routine g5 (Peritnatal
conference, monthly clinicsl [meetings 8t hospitals and meathly coaference of
MOH offices €, ?

. Mibhﬁmwmofnypﬁmdm«iﬂwpmumi&mdﬂmwlh
ﬂﬂ'ocbyodmmnswimhmlthlmimhnpmlsu

. lnsvudhzaldlmffmnmndinsdinml inss and wockshops spansared
ik food companies even outside health institutions is contrry ta Sri Lanks code

AMM‘M
Mﬂmﬁmm‘ﬂm’lﬂ!ﬂ'—w" a cepy of which
i atached berewith, Take stops 10 ‘make all health peesonnel in your Provisees, Districts
ard Institwtions aware about the contents of the abave code. Violstion of the code is an

offence under the Consumet AdTairs Authority Act. No 9 of 2003.

Any violation of the Sti Lanka code for pramotion, peotection and sappoet of
preastioeding 4nd marketing of designated prodacts ehauld be reported to the Code
Monitoring Committee which & chaired by the Secretary Mingstry of Health, to the
fallowing address;



The Direcior MCH,

231, Family Healsh Bureau,

De Seram Place, Colombe 10

Telephone; 01] 2696508/2696677/ 2631309

Eu‘l;mmmmgﬂm
Fax; 0112650790
Please bring the of this circular t0 all relevant Consal and Medical Officers
of Hea

including Medical Officers MCH (MOOMCH) and Medical Officers ith (MOOH).
Further instruct them o bdngthecoma-hnrmiebmh 1w the notice of all rejevans

healtls st




